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Bowls from Turkey An Ancient Capital

Domed Ceiling in Turkey

More Domes

few weeks ago, interior designer Hillary Staats was 
invited to southern Turkey by friends and clients. 
She expected the trip would be nice, but what she 
found was what she called “off-the-hook beauty.”

“In life, it’s all about the view, and noticing the beauty 
that surrounds us every day. I found incredible beauty in 
the country’s vibrant colors, the architecture, the water, the 
sunsets, and especially the orbs. I was completely distracted 
by the spheres that are so multi-dimensional they never stop 
giving,” Staats exclaimed.

Orbs are everywhere in her photographs. They are found in 
the mushroom tops, the colorful beaded jewelry, the fabrics, 
planters, bowls, lamps, and sunglasses. In architecture, graceful 
arches frame a rococo mirror, accent a doorway, surround a 
graceful chandelier, ornament an ancient ruin capital, and 
are reflected in a bubbling fountain. Orbs are even found in 

food, from the curving tendrils of the octopus, to the brightly-
colored fruits, to the sparkling wine glasses.

Spheres add gracefulness to a space and in Turkey, Staats 
found them in the elaborate mosaic ceilings and soft domes 
of the 2000-year-old architecture. One can see modern-day 
spheres in our own surroundings on a daily basis. They reflect 
the essential orbs of the sun, the moon, and the earth.

Modern-Day Appeal
“In design, there’s always positive and negative space, and we 

must be careful to select the proper shape for the space. You 
want the room to have a combination of both masculine and 
feminine: the hard and soft, or ying and yang.”

In a clients’ dining room sketch, Staats demonstrates 
the importance of curved lines. In this case, the room is 
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rectangular, so she selected an oval 
table to gracefully soften the curves. 
Curves and orbs are featured around 
the room: in the chandelier, the arched 
doorway, and the pair of sconces. Even 
the chairs reflect softness because of their 
carved wood frames. These curves and 
spheres compliment the more masculine 
rectangular shapes of the room itself, the 
window treatments and windows.

“When designing an interior, you have to 
make sure there’s balance in the objects you 
choose. All objects in a space are made of 
shapes. Orbs are a universal shape, and can 
be used over and over again in a design.” 

Even for her interior design company, 
Sanctuary Interior Design Build, the 
symbol Staats uses for her own logo 
is an armillary sphere. It is a model of 
objects in the sky consisting of a spherical 
framework of rings, centered on Earth, to 
demonstrate the motion of stars around it. 
Its graduated metal circles represent lines of 
celestial longitude and latitude, and other 
astronomically important features such as 
the ecliptic, meridians and parallels.

“When I had my astronomy chart read 
20 or 30 years ago, my reader discovered 
a biquintile aspect, a 144-degree angle 
that goes through my natal chart. She told 
me this was a very rare phenomenon, and 
that it represented the gift of design.” She 
considers this her gift. “I have the client to 
please, where I have to consider budgets 
and lifestyles, but my true mission when 
I design a home is for the space itself, to 
bring forth its beauty for all to see.”

Staats loves to travel, and does it often, 
because it opens her eyes to new uses of 
familiar shapes and objects. “It’s like seeing 
everything in a new light, and gives me 
inspiration. As I travel through design, I 
design through travel.” v

109 Church Street NE 
Vienna, VA 22180
703-865-6477
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AUTHOR: Author Linda Barrett is a frequent travel writer 
herself and runs All the Buzz, a corporate writing and 
PR firm, www.allthebuzz.net.

Travel Through Design
Beauty is Found in Orbs 
and Spheres Throughout Time
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Don’t Miss the
Biggest Party in Town

 
No RSVP needed, bring your friends!

Thursday October 2nd  
from 6:30PM to 9:00PM

 
Sheraton Premiere at Tysons Corner

8661 Leesburg Pike
Tysons, VA 22182

(Parking available in Garage)
Enjoy Drinks and Hors D’oeurves

in partnership with VivaTysons Magazine 
Door prizes with Values up to $2800.00.

The first 200 guests who arrive by 6:30PM
will receive a swag bag with gifts from local companies:

Astoria Laser Clinic, Viva Tysons Magazine, Colour Bar Studio,  
Assaggi Osteria Restaurant, The Bar Method, Geeks DMV, Trousseau, 

Sofios Custom Clothiers, Belmont Asthetics and many more.
 

Astoria will give 30% off all Services for future use that evening 
only. (with the exception of Cool Sculpting and Injections, must be 

present to get all discount)

Meet Dr. Lorena Popp, Dr. Jules Feledy and Representatives from 
Cool Sculpting, Venus Freeze and Is Clinical

Visit AstoriaLaserClinic.com or  
call 703-992-9290 if you have any questions.

LOSE YOURSELF
on the 

Island of Astoria


